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1.-INTRODUCTION AND DEFINITION
1557.] Though the term tumour, in its widest sense, may be applied
clinically to any mass arising within the tissues, it is proposed in the
present article to limit the discussion to tumours of a purely neoplastic
character. A neoplasm has been defined as 'an autonomous or inde-
pendent new growth' (Thoma), i.e. a local proliferation of cells not
subservient to the needs or control of the body but self-regulating in
their powers of growth and spread. The present article is limited to a
seneral consideration of the clinical and morbid features of such growths,